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2 Rhetorical manifestation
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Discourse-Oriented Approach to the Analysis of Discourse Markers in
the Holy Qur’an: Towards Introducing a Discourse Monitoring Model
Based on Qur’anic Texts

Ali Mohammad Mohammadi®

Abstract

Designing and introducing models for conducting research based on theoretical
perspectives comprise the principles and foundations of descriptive, qualitative, and
explorative studies. It is one of the current procedures in discourse and pragmatic studies
which are generally based on corpus-based studies. Discourse markers are metalinguistic
elements made up of prepositions, coordinators, conjunctions, adverbs, and short sentences.
Discourse markers are applied in order to establish relationships between different units of
discourse in human communication. The present research aimed to investigate and analyze
the most complex, frequent, and effective metalinguistic elements, i.e. discourse markers,
on the basis of coherence theory in discourse to explore and discover a discourse
monitoring model on the basis of Qur’anic texts. To this end, 6 sections of the Holy Qur’an
were randomly selected for the purpose of analysis. The corpus consisted of 16906 words.
The analysis of the corpus produced a four plane of talk framework representing four types
of discourse relations comprising inference, elaboration, contrast and temporal sequence.
Different aspects of the findings were discussed, and different implications for education,
research, material development, and lexicography were considered.
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