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The Most Effective Methods of AudienceAttraction
Centering on Educational Literature in Sa‘adi's Bustan
andGulistan Influenced by the Holy Qur’an’

Zeinab Torabi?
Kobra Nodehi®
Ebrahim Ebrahimi*

The Holy Qur’an as the highest manifestation of the Islamic culture is a
book full of revelatory teachings. The overwhelming number of Qur’anic
ayahs on educational topics and Sa'adi's in-depth understanding of this
quality made the extent of his being influenced by the Qur’an very
considerable. Some of the major Qur’anic features that strongly influenced
Sa'adi are: the educational nature of the Bustan and the Gulistan as the most
basic characteristic of the Holy Qur’an, the simplicity and clarity of the text,
stories and parables, humor, rhythmic language and artistic brevity. The
present study, within the framework of interdisciplinary studies on the
Qur’an and Sa'adi's masterpieces, discussed the educational literature and
some tools for perceiving it as the most effective methods of audience
attraction. A theoretical-citation research method was used in this study that
relied on Qur’anic data and aimed to analyze the effect of the Qur’anic
culture on Sa'adi's viewpoint by explicating a number of strategies used for
influencing the audience. The findings show that Saadi's success in being
inspired by the Holy Qur’an predominantly lies in his choice of the literary
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type of educational literature that enjoys a very simple and expressive
language, which while observing the musicality of language and tone of
speech adopted from the brevity and miraculous nature of the Holy Qur’an,
manifested his highest level of inspiration from this infinite source so that
this very thorough application of Qur’anic teachings can be considered as
the key to a kind of literary enjoyment that one feels when reading Sa‘adi
works.

Keywords: the Qur’an, audience attraction, educational literature,
Bustan, Gulistan



