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Ayah of Ikmal (Perfection) and its Signification of the Event of Ghadir:
An Analysis Based on the Grammatical Feature of Transitivity*

Sayyedeh Fatemeh Kiaei?
Shirin Pourebrahim?®

Abstract

The third ayah of Surah Al-Ma'idah, known as ayah of Ikmal (perfection), is among those
ayahs on which exegetes have controversy. Among different readings of the perfection of
religion, there are two readings of which one considers this perfection as
comprehensiveness, which is as the result of “the end of the divine inspiration" while the
other regards it as compatible with the permanency of religion with Welayat. Given the fact
that these two interpretations rely on contextual evidences, including circumstances of
revelation and narratives, the authors tried to discover textual evidences that can provide an
intratextual approach to the preference of one interpretation over the other. This
descriptive—analytic article, on the basis of existing relevant documents, thus tried to
predict the possibility of an event to be expressed by language in the transitive form and
relying on the grammatical feature of transitivity and its prototypical parameters. Because
the ayah of Ikmal has a transitive structure, if we explore the ideas of comprehensiveness
and Welayat from a semantic perspective and then determine their meaning components
according to the functional approach of spectral transitivity, it seems that ultimately we can
predict which of these two readings are more probable to appear in a transitive form. The
findings show that the Event of Ghadir is more probable to appear in the form of a
transitive sentence.

Keywords: ayah of Ikmal, comprehensiveness, Welayat, functional approach, transitivit
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