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This study adopts a linguistic and educational approach to examine
the role of conjunctive cohesive devices in the gradual construction of
the Israelites' excuse-making in ayahs 67—74 of Surah al-Bagarah. Its
main objective is to identify the functions of additive, adversative,
causal, and temporal conjunctions in shaping the discourse of delay,
resistance, and outward compliance, drawing on Halliday and Hasan's
theory of textual cohesion. The study employs a descriptive—analytical
method and qualitative textual analysis of the selected Qur’anic ayahs,
supported by authoritative exegetical sources and a theoretical
framework of textual cohesion. The findings indicate that additive
conjunctions, with 36 occurrences (51.42%), expand the process of
excuse-making through the gradual accumulation of questions and
specifications. Adversative conjunctions, with 10 occurrences
(14.30%), highlight the contrast between the divine command and the
people's response, creating discursive tension between the Israelites and
Prophet Musa. Causal conjunctions, with 8 occurrences (11.42%),
organize the internal logic of questions, responses, and consequences,
while temporal conjunctions, with 16 occurrences (22.85%), reveal the
step-by-step sequence of events and the gradual process of delay and
compliance. These four types of conjunctive relations contribute to
textual cohesion, with additive conjunctions being the most frequent,
followed by temporal, adversative, and causal conjunctions. The study
demonstrates that textual cohesion in these ayahs functions not merely
as a linguistic mechanism but also as a meaningful and pedagogical
resource. From an educational perspective, applying Halliday and
Hasan's framework to Qur’anic narratives can help move Qur’anic
instruction beyond surface-level recitation and translation towards a
deeper structural, critical, and pedagogical understanding of the text.
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