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This study aims to analyze the communicative functions of the ayahs
in Surah al-Naml based on John Searle’s speech act theory. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, the study codes and analyzes 93 ayahs
of the Surah according to Searle’s five categories of speech acts:
assertives, directives, commissives, declaratives, and expressives. The
findings reveal that assertive acts (41%, 38 ayahs) and directive acts
(35%, 32 ayahs) are the most frequent categories. Furthermore, the
distribution of speech acts across the thematic sections of the Surah
demonstrates a close correspondence between the types of speech acts
and the communicative functions of the respective sections. The
qualitative analysis of key passages, including the narrative of Solomon
and the ayahs beginning with “lal, highlights the multilayered nature
of speech acts in the Qur’an, showing that a single ayah may
simultaneously convey more than one illocutionary force. Ultimately,
the study emphasizes the need to integrate linguistic pragmatics with
classical Arabic rhetoric to achieve a more comprehensive analysis of
divine discourse.
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